This guide covers 139 familiar birds found in Madhya Pradesh, India. For ease
of reference, they have been sorted into the following 6 categories-

WETLAND BIRDS

Wetlands include lakes, ponds, rivers and marshy areas, which are important
habitats used by birds for breeding and nesting. Most of the birds listed here are
only seen at wetlands (eg. Ducks, Cormorants, Waders, Herons etc) while a few
(Cattle Egret, White-throated Kingfisher) can be seen away from water as well.
Several migratory species visit our wetlands in winter.

AERTAL FEEDING BIRDS

Aerial Feeders like Swallows and Swifts are insectivorous birds that hunt and
feed in flight. They have pointed wings and can often be seen gliding gracefully
through the air or performing acrobatics to catch insects. At dawn and dusk, they
may be found perching in groups on wires.Nightjars are aerial feeders that are
only active at night.

BIRDS OF PREY

Birds of Prey or Raptors hunt and feed on other animals, including smaller birds.
They have excellent eyesight, strong feet, sharp talons for hunting, and a hooked
beak for tearing into flesh. Among the birds here, some (eg. Black Kite, Shikra)
have adapted to human habitats, whereas others (Kestrels, Honey Buzzards)
can be seen in open scrub habitats. Raptors are also seen hunting at wetlands
where there are large congregations of waterfowl in winter.

GROUND FEEDING BIRDS

Ground Feeders are a diverse group of birds that are primarily terrestrial and
feed on the ground. They include large birds like Pheasants, Pigeons, Crows to
medium-sized birds like Babblers, Mynas and Starlings. Most ground feeders
prefer open areas/scrub. This category also includes birds like Shrikes, Rollers
and Chats which may perch low in a bush, but find their prey (small insects/
reptiles) on the ground.

ARBOREAL BIRDS

Arboreal Birds are those whose life cycles are associated with trees and shrubs,
and include a wide variety of birds found in forests, open woodland and urban
gardens. Many arboreal birds feed on fruits and berries (Bulbuls, Barbets,
Parakeets), while others feed on insects from bark (Woodpeckers), in foliage
(Cuckoos, Warblers) or in the air (eg. Flycatchers, Drongos, Bee-eaters). Some
like Sunbirds feed on nectar from flowers. Smaller species may be seen at low
levels while larger birds prefer the forest canopy.

MALE

@ Gender symbols indicate where the male and female of the species look
@ different. If no symbols are shown, it means that they look similar.

FEMALE

g Migratory birds that visit Madhya Pradesh during the winter (October-
March), from their breeding grounds in the Himalayas or Central Asia/Europe.

D Migratory birds that visit Madhya Pradesh during the summer months
(May-July) to breed.

Size indicates the length of the bird from beak tip to tail tip;indicates breeding plumage.

Bird illustrations used with permission from "Birds of the Indian Subcontinent" by Richard
Grimmett, Carol Inskipp and Tim Inskipp.

adapted from Ali&Ripley
& BNHS publications
Garima Bhatia & Suhel Quader

www.early-bird.in bette Aditi Elassery
Eelindiag Rajneesh Suvarna

Sp.Iq Jeljiue) 6ET 03 9PInG 18520 € - ysapeid eAypejy o spiig

WETLAND BIRDS
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DUCKS

feed on the surface of
waterbodies

Spot-billed Duck
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Cotton Pygmy Goose
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Iook like small ducks but
60 cm ! lack webbed feet !F 35 cm

COOTS/MOORHENS

Ruddy Shelduck Lesser Whlstllng Duck
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Eura5|an Coot Eura5|an Moorhen Indian Cormorant
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CORMORANTS
are completely black birds
that often perch on the
shore or on a submerged
twig with outspread wings
L|ttIe Cormorant reat Cormorant
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Common Kingfisher L|ttIe Grebe
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GREBES
often dive below the
surface for fish
KINGFISHERS
have large heads,

White-throated Klngflsher strong bills and Pied Kingfisher
short legs BRI
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Red-naped Ibis
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Cattle Egret

IBISES

have long, downcurved bills

EGRETS/HERONS
are medium-large
birds with long necks
and sharp bills

r

Little Egret

Great Egret
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Indian Pond-Heron Grey Heron Purple Heron
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i . Sarus Crane Painted Stork
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Yellow-wattled Lapwing
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Bronze-winged Jacana

are large birds with a
slow-flapping flight

JACANAS
have elongated toes and
can walk on floating
leaves
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Woolly-necked Stork
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Black-winged Stilt
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STILTS
have long bills and legs
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LAPWINGS /
are often seen in farmlands /

away from water

Red-\A'/‘a-tt'ted Lapwing

33 cm

5 . prefer marshy areas near
the edges of water bodies

Common Sandpiper

i GULLS/TERNS _
20 have long, narrow wings
cm X
and are often in flocks
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SWAMPHENS/
WATERHENS

are seen around the
edges of water bodies

Grey-headed (Purple)
Swamphen

AERIAL FEEDING BIRDS

Savanna Nightjar
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L NIGHTJARS

are active at night

SWIFTS, SWALLOWS
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Crested Treeswift | have long, pointed wings

qASTeR. a%efaetes L and a streamlined body
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Red- rumped Swallow W|re -tailed Swallow
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Dusky Crag-Martin Little Swift
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Little Rlnged Plover

River Tern
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White- breasted

Waterhen
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Barn Swallow

2 18 cm

BIRDS OF PREY

SHIKRA/KESTRELS
are falcon-like birds seen
in open and wooded areas

KITES
are hawk-like birds often
seen around human
habitation

are large raptors that are
often seen soaring high in
the sky, above forests and

lightly wooded areas
Oriental Honey Buzzard
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Crested Serpent Eagle
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Egyptian Vulture Indian Vulture
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VULTURES
are large scavenging birds
that feed on dead animals

OwLS
are mainly nocturnal and
roost in large trees
during the day

Spotted Owlet

21cm

Eurasian Kestrel
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Black-winged Kite \ Black Kite
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BUZZARDS & EAGLES

White-eyed Buzzard
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' hrested Hawk Eagle

Barn Owl
AT
36 cm

Jungle Owlet
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GROUND FEEDING BIRDS ARBOREAL BIRDS
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PHEASANTS : . HOOPOE 5 are gregarious songaires tha o @t diod IR frow . MINIVETS/ BEE-EATERS
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Golden-fronted Leafbird Black Drongo
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31cm . . E— Racket-tailed Drongo Ashy Drongo White-bellied Drongo -
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Alexandrine Parakeet
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Plum-headed Parakeet
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e . big downcurved bills
Rock Pigeon Spotted Dove Laughing Dove
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Black-rumped Flameback Brown-capped Woodpecker

Long-tailed Shrike Bay-?g;?ked Shrike Grey Wagtail White-browed Wagtail 7 TS T ﬁ?;{g?: FHIHIST Grey-breasted Prinia Greenish Warbler
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have stout bodies with

short necks. They usually SHRIKES/ROLLERS

feed on the ground and often perch on a low branch

WOODPECKERS

> Indian Grey Hornbill Rose-ringed Parakeet - j
_ sometimes in trees _ to watch for ground prey T e haVeba sturdy b||:(t0
Yellow-footed Pigeon Oriental Turtle-Dove [ 0 cm 1 cm probe tree trunks
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booming call make various screeching is a colourful, stubby have long bodies and tails, FLYCATCHERS N are active birds usually
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